
Dear Eden Families: 

 

Happy Holidays!  As a Superintendent, I find myself spending a lot of time 

lately watching the radar feeds and weather predictions once November is upon us.  

This year, I have had a bit of a reprieve.  No big surprise, we now have our first 

impending storm this week.  To be a true hero to our students, it calls for a snow 

day every so often—no, correction—two snow days in a row.  I do enjoy reading 

the Twitter feeds as our students encourage me to “Go for it, Anzalone!”  “We 

deserve a few snow days!”  Obviously, they know that I agonize over these days.  

The last thing I want to do is put anyone’s safety at risk by having school on a day 

we should have closed.  The second last thing is closing school when we really 

didn’t need to and then running out of snow days, so that we have to shorten our 

Spring Break.  Trust me, this creates a great deal of anxiety!  This year, we have 

four snow/emergency closure days. 

The safety of our students and staff is of the utmost importance when it comes 

to the weather and the conditions of the roads.  While it is my responsibility to make 

the final decision regarding closing school, the process actually involves quite a few 

people and begins the night before and then resumes at around 4 a.m.  When 

possible, the decision is made by 5:30 a.m.  Sometimes it is better to wait until as 

late as 6:00 a.m. to get a better read on the condition of the roads.  If we are ever 

100% sure about an impending storm, I will close the night before.  WNY weather 

is unpredictable, and being that sure the night before is difficult.  I do recognize that 

earlier decisions are helpful for those of you who have to make childcare 

arrangements.  Oftentimes, I wish that crystal ball actually worked!   

We certainly have been keeping very busy in all of our buildings.  A huge 

congratulations to our students who have won music, academic or athletic awards.  

You make us all so very proud!  We have also been very excited to begin using our 

new 1:1 devices.  Last year, it was just a dream and a goal.  Thank you to everyone 

who has undertaken this challenge—parents, students, our techs, and teachers.  

Personalized Learning is finally here at Eden Schools.  It was a huge lift, but so 

worthwhile!    

I wish all of you a happy, healthy and safe holiday filled with much family and 

laughter.  Enjoy the snow! 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 

  

Sandra Anzalone  

Superintendent 
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Are we loving this weather or what? Unfortunately, we all know that sooner or later that will be 

changing and along with it, ice and snow will be here. With that in mind, please consider the following: 

Please slow down! Whether walking or driving, conditions are different in the winter. 

Crosswalks are still in use at both the Boys and Girls Club and on Schoolview Road. Yield to those who 

are crossing please! 

When visiting the buildings, please stomp off the ice and snow before you enter. This helps keep the 

salt and debris from attacking our floor surfaces. This is particularly important on our gymnasium floors, as 

they hate water! 

Are your vehicles ready for the cold? Tires, coolant checks, battery, wipers, squirters, snow brush and 

scraper are all needed for a successful trip. A fresh oil change might also be needed, and keep that fuel level 

up. Your service mechanic can help with assessing your vehicles readiness.  

In addition to preparing your car, make sure you have supplies in case you get stranded or the car 

becomes disabled. A blanket, nonperishable food or candy to keep your energy level up, a shovel, portable 

radio, cell phone, paper towels and drinking water will all be helpful.  

Is your home ready? Furnace checked? Chimney cleaned? Storm windows installed? Gutters cleaned? 

Time is short now to get these things done!  

If you are not the healthiest, and even if you are, please let someone know where you are going and 

when you will be back. Dress properly for the conditions, and make sure you have good insulating 

footwear. Winter can be a very stressful season on a person, and no one ever wants to get that call that 

something has happened that could have been prevented.  

Be safe and enjoy the holiday season! Spring will be here soon.  
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Winter Safety Reminders  
by David Martin 

Eden is hosting four AFS students from 

all over the Globe.  As in years past, the AFS 

students would like to come into classrooms 

to speak with students about their homeland, 

culture, etc.  The AFS students are:  Pim 

Piyakorntaweerung from Thailand, Pilar 

Osorio from Chile, Sarah Ghabboun from 

West Bank, and Grace Moses from India.   

Pictured:  Grace Moses, our AFS student 

from India, speaking to Mrs. LaVerdi's class 

at the GLP. 

 

AFS Students at Eden 
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Scholarships for Academic Excellence will be 

awarded to several seniors at Eden Jr./Sr. High 

School pending appropriation of State funds.  Eden 

qualifies for one scholarship at $1,500 and four 

scholarships at $500 each.  These awards are 

renewable for up to four academic years of 

undergraduate study. 

The eligibility requirements include: 

Each scholarship recipient must graduate from 

a New York State high school by the end of the 

2017-2018 school year. 

Each scholarship recipient must be a legal 

resident of New York State for at least one year 

prior to September 30, 2017. 

In order to use the benefits of this scholarship, 

the recipient must be in attendance as a full-time 

matriculated student at an approved New York 

State post-secondary institution by the Fall 2018 

semester.  Students who enroll in an out-of-state 

institution in Fall 2018 are not eligible and must 

forfeit the award.   

The selection criteria that will be used must 

be in accordance with the following State 

requirements.  The high school shall select their  

nominees by computing a weighted average of the 

scores on the Regents examinations taken prior to 

the students’ senior year in the subjects listed 

below.  The weighting of the scores shall be: 

Comprehensive English - weight of three 

Algebra 2 & Trigonometry - weight of three 

Global Studies - weight of one 

US History & Government - weight of one 

Any 3 Science Courses - weight of one for 

each course. 

Counselors contacted qualified candidates 

in November. 

As the Christmas season of magic and sharing approaches, Grover L. Priess and 

Eden Elementary Schools will again participate in a Christmas Sharing Program.    

From November 27 to December 14, children may bring in new items to school, 

which will be distributed by the Eden/North Collins Food Pantry.  Seniors and 

teenagers are greatly in need this year.  Some gift ideas are: puzzles, socks, fleece 

blankets, chocolates, hair products, dish/bath towels, scarfs, hats, mittens, razors, 

oven mitts, flashlights and batteries, adult coloring books, nail products, gel pens, 

and journals.  

Gift cards and cash donations are also appreciated.  Thank you for making 

Christmas brighter for all.  If you have any questions, please call:  

   Darlene Smith, RN     Stephania Cooper, RN  

    992-3611        992-3612  
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NOTICE TO ALL SENIORS AND 

THEIR PARENTS: 

Christmas Sharing at GLP and Elementary Schools  
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Most Valuable Player; who knew?  
Reprinted with permission from the  October 2017  Project Search— 
Search Spotlight at Beechwood Continuing Care 

Beechwood Homes welcomes Project SEARCH for their fifth year!  Our new interns are ready and able 

to complete job tasks taught through the experience and expertise of their mentors. 

Justin Thompson, of Eden schools, joins the dining 

service department on his first rotation while creating a 

warm and inviting atmosphere for residents. Justin 

interviewed in the spring and stated, “I’m not coming.” 

He was so unsure about beginning a new adventure so 

far removed from the day-to-day life of a high school 

setting.   

Justin has been here less than a month and embraces 

Project SEARCH’s mission, which was adapted from 

Beechwood.  He relied on his team of supporters 

including Geraldine Alexander, his mentor, located in 

the Moran Household.  Together they were able to begin 

his new role as a young adult in the real world of work.   

Justin is currently taking on the dietary aides roles 

and responsibilities.  These skills will transfer into any 

job placement he may find once graduating from Project 

SEARCH.  Our Team knew Justin had the skills.  We 

only had to help him recognize his confidence to push 

through the unknown.   

Justin, we salute you as our most valuable player!  
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Justin and Geraldine work side by side to 
fortify residents with a well-balanced diet.  

The Eden Recreation Department and Eden Jr./

Sr. High School National Honor Society co-

sponsored a Youth Activity Night for students in 

grades 6 - 8 on Thursday, November 9th from 6:30-

9 p.m. at the Eden Jr./Sr. High School.   

NHS members led activities that included gym 

games like handball, basketball and dodge ball, 

open swim and water polo, candy bar bingo and a 

craft station where kids could make Holiday Cards 

or boondoggle.    

Eden Rec Youth Activity Night 

By Amy Porter 



On Friday, October 27, 2017 the sixth grade 

Regrouped Math students walked to GLP to teach 

Halloween themed Math lessons to Kindergarten, 

First Grade, and Second Grade students.  The sixth 

graders planned and created their own games or 

activities that aligned with the Common Core 

Standards for that grade level!   

Both the sixth graders and the GLP students 

really loved the experience!   

Sixth Graders Travel to GLP to Teach Halloween Math Lessons  
By Johanna Funke 
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Eden Elementary Students of the Month 
By Patty Steinmetz 

Guest Teachers  
By Johanna Funke 

Grade 6:  Kerrigan Biastre, 

Ava Dzubella, Elle Noecker, 

Matthew Russillo, Maverick 

Sutherland.  

November 

Grade 3:  McKinley 

Lindstrom, Cambry Paternostro, 

Lina Ratajczak, Richard 

Ventry.   

Grade 4:  Ciara Clark, 

Trevor DellaPenta, Gavin 

Fleming, Jaedyn Pawlowski. 

Grade 5:  Catherine Folts, 

Camdin LoBello, Tyler 

Wakelam, Troy Winship 

Grade 6: Zachary 

Karpinski, Elizabeth Kauzala, 

Annabelle Koszelak, Madigan 

O’Donnell, Matthew Tepfenhart. 

October 

Grade 3:  Adeline Donovan, 

Timothy Pompeo, Grace Ritz, 

Zachary Tepfenhart. 

Grade 4:  Benjamin Agle, 

William Archabald, Madelyn 

Blasz, Lucy Heffernan. 

Grade 5:  Magdalena 

Cardona, Kyle Huttenlocker, 

Paige Sims, Autumn Wielgasz. 

Pictured are the 6th grade students who participated. 

Sixth graders, Allison Grunder, Meeah Wegrnowski, and Hailey 

Cooper, were guest teachers in Mrs. Chatwood's first grade classroom 

on Tuesday, October 31st.  They created a QR code pumpkin scavenger 

hunt activity that the first grade students used to practice addition facts! 
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Using QR codes to check our addition with three addends  

It won’t be long before the first graders are walking these halls. Tractor Day  

Halloween Party  

Photos submitted by Katherine LaVerdi 

Interested in some holiday donation ideas?  Try these... 

Response to Love is collecting new towels and washcloths to hand out in their Christmas goody bags. They are calling it 

"Wrapped in Towels of Love". If anyone would like to participate, they can bring bath towels, or a set of bath towel, hand towel, 

and washcloth, and we will deliver them to Response to Love.  You can deliver to: EE Room 207 or Mattie/Brooke Woodard.  

Buffalo City Mission is looking for cookies.  Mrs. O’Brien will be making a delivery to City Mission on Thursday December 21st.  

If you are interested in donating, please give her an estimate of how many cookies you will be donating (992-3638).  Drop them off 

at the GLP, on Wednesday (the 20th) or Thursday (the 21st). Please note that store bought cookies are welcomed as well.  They 

were still in need of 9,000 cookies!  Cookies can be wrapped just about any way (boxed, Ziploc bags, plated and covered, individual 

or in groups.) 

Senator Gallivan, the Warm Up WNY Blanket Drive, and John R. Oishei Children’s Hospital are collecting new blankets for 

pediatric patients of all ages.  Drop off newly purchased blankets at any of our schools through January 31st.   
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Fall Sports Update 
 

Eden Boys’ Volleyball: Congratulations to Coach Robert 

Pierce and the Boys’ Varsity Volleyball team who won the Section 

VI Division II Championship on Wednesday, November 8th!  The 

team moved on to the Far West Regionals on Saturday, November 

11th to face Spencerport.  The game was at Webster-Schroeder 

High School at 1:00 p.m.  Eden won the match and moved on to 

win the NYSPHSAA State Championships in Long Island on 

Saturday, November 18th.  Great job!!  

 

Girls’ Swimming:  Congratulations to Coach Osinski, 

Coach Bitnun and Rachel 

Henning who ended their season by winning the Section VI Class C 

Diving Championship.  Congratulations to Coach Cole and Makayla 

Scheu for finishing 3rd in the Section VI 50 Free. Mckayla & Coach 

Cole traveled to Ithaca College November 16th-18th for the 

NYSPHSAA Swimming Championships in the 50 & 100 free.   

      

 

 

Boys’ Lacrosse:  Eden senior , Patr ick Cuddihy, signed his 

National Letter of Intent with Walsh University.  Patrick is a three- 

year starting goalie for the Eden Raiders Lacrosse team, plays on the 

U-19 USA team, plays for Champion and Performax, and a 3x Brine 

All American.  Patrick will play for team USA vs. Canada in 

Jacksonville, Florida for the Brogden cup.  

 

Cross Country: Congratulations to Coach Millson, Gavin 

Hill, George Mecca, Josh Gleason, Reid Minier, Justin Satanek, Christian Tambacas, and Eli Noecker for 

ending their season by winning the Section VI Class C2 Championship !!  

 

Christmas is the spirit of giving without a thought of 

getting.  It is happiness, because we see joy in people.  

It is forgetting self and finding time for others.  It is 

discarding the meaningless and stressing the true 

values.  

Thomas S. Monson 
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News from GLP 

By  Mary Granger 

 

Halloween was so much fun at the GLP.  

Thanks to the PTA, the children enjoyed a 

wonderful dance party from Donovan 

Johnston, participated in a creative costume 

parade and enjoyed treats in their 

classrooms. There was an amazing turnout 

by parents and community members.  

 

 

 

Fire Prevention Week:  The 

students were visited by the Eden 

Fire Department and got to see 

demonstrations on the proper 

procedures to follow in case of a fire. 

A huge thank you goes out to all the 

volunteers who shared their expertise 

with our students. 

 

 

 

Red Ribbon Week was 

a huge success.  We had so 

many motivating activities; 

our kids are bound to make 

smart choices.  We 

particularly enjoyed our 

pledge to make healthy 

choices during our balloon 

release and parade!  
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GLP Fall Book Fair:  The GLP held a successful Fall Book Fair on October 17th – 20th.  The Book 

Fair theme was “Wild West – Saddle Up and Read”. Our best dressed cowboys and girls were: 

Kindergarteners: Marian Galuszka & Anthony Brown; 1st Grade: Gabriella Koszelak & Aiden Wierzba; 

2nd Grade: Michael Chiapetta & Evelyn Rowles.  

 

Congratulations to our “All for Books” drawing winners: 

Jake Hoelscher  Mark Uliaszek   Rylee Milligan   Aiden Budziszewski 

Abby Bujnoch  Jack Wallin   Jace Rodriguez   William Liebhaber 

Jacquelyn Agle  Micah Alvarez   Aiden Mrugala   Emiliana Rodriguez 

Nolan Osinski  Kara Horschel   Caleb Woodrow  Blake Cowdrick 

Madelyn Notaro  Joshua Eckman   Joe Bojczuk   Dexter Campfield  

Shelby Gawron  Benjamin Lincoln  Marko Alvarez   Griffin Martin  

Ailish Soler  Emma Thomas   Ryan McCann   Michael Chiappetta 

Chloe Perison  Savannah Phillips  Averiana Vassallo  Oceanna Rockwood 

 

Veteran’s Day Celebration:  Mrs. Chatwood’s first grade class honored two local veterans this 

November during a classroom Veterans’ Day celebration.  The children first gained background 

knowledge on the armed forces and the history of this important holiday by engaging in an array of 

activities during the month. They then used what they had learned to write letters of gratitude to our 

veterans, thanking them for their 

service to our country.  

Finally, Mrs. Roush, former 

GLP nurse, and Mr. Burgstahler, an 

Eden Police Offer, came in to share 

their own personal military 

experiences.  In appreciation of 

their service, they were presented 

with a flag blanket and posters.  The 

students learned a great deal about 

the hard work, dedication, and 

sacrifice it takes to serve in the 

armed forces, and truly gained a 

new appreciation for our nation’s 

veterans.  

The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen 

or even touched - they must be felt with the heart. 

Helen Keller 



Mr. Karl Walker joined Team Rubicon, a disaster response group about 18 months ago.  Team 

Rubicon is made up of approximately 70% Veterans and 30% civilians.  When disaster strikes, Team 

Rubicon assesses the situation, working alongside FEMA, to see if they can help.  They do not go into a 

region to pass out water, they go to get dirty, to help muck out houses and tear down walls and ceilings, a 

step towards making houses livable again.   

When Hurricane Harvey struck Texas at the end of August, it was pure devastation.  The water did 

not just flood the area and go back out to sea.  The water stayed for over a week ruining personal 

belongings, walls and ceilings.  Along with a storm surge of at least four feet of water, they also received 

51 inches of rain, which could equal over 40 feet of snow.  

A message went to over 50,000 members of Team Rubicon that help was needed and American 

Airlines was donating 11 flights to and from Houston.  Mr. Walker was able to catch a seat on one of the 

charter flights and went to Houston.  

He arrived in Houston and stepped up to help immediately.  They were tasked with working in 

Beaumont, Texas, about 1½ hours from Houston, closer to the coast.  The unbelievable sights of 

destruction started right away.  Entire neighborhoods had been submerged over an hour from the coast.  

Some of the drainage ditches were more than 20 feet across and over six feet deep, yet the water rose 

high enough to flood the nearby houses.  

Upon arrival in Beaumont, the volunteers were asked if anyone had experience in construction.  Mr. 

Walker said yes and was made a Strike Team Leader.  Each strike team was made up of six people and a 

pick-up truck loaded with tools and wheelbarrows for the long days ahead. 

Each day started with a leader brief at 7:30 a.m., group meeting at 8 a.m., and working at a house by 

9 a.m. The temperature was in the 90’s, with a feel in the 100’s.  The teams returned about 5 p.m., and 

would spend another hour decontaminating their tools, truck and boots.  They were lucky to have a 

shower trailer on site, dinner and a meeting at 8 p.m., to debrief from the workday.  

The work was difficult and exhausting, but the purpose overpowered all of it.  Mr. Walker worked 

with and for people from all walks of life.  The first house he worked at was for a 70 year-old woman 

who still did barrel racing on horses.  There were houses belonging to policemen, first responders, and 

many who would never have the means to be able to do this labor.  The final house was a disabled 

Veteran, and the only thing he asked is that they find his Army uniform.  

Mr. Walker said he didn’t expect the level of devastation he found in Texas.  You can’t see the 

reality by watching TV.  The houses were marked by FEMA on the roofs, because in the initial 

assessments there was still so much water, it was done by boat.  That was tough to imagine.  

Entire homes were submerged in water.  All of their belongings were carried to the curb and their houses 

were stripped down to the studs.  There were streets as far as you could see that were lined on both sides 

with all of their belongings, and also the walls, cabinets, and even the kitchen sinks.  He knows that’s the 

Eden Elementary Teacher Provides Help for Victims 

of Hurricane Harvey 

By Barbara Thomasulo 



Lives of great men all 

remind us, we can make 

our lives sublime, and 

departing, leave behind 

us footprints on the 

sands of time.  

 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

 

first step in helping them rebuild, but it was still tough. 

Team Rubicon also does more local things, such as the recent tornado that went through Erie, PA, and 

various rebuild projects that help Veterans across the country.  

Hurricane Harvey saw over 2,000 volunteers from Team Rubicon step up to help out.  All of that is 

possible through donations and sponsors; they are listed as one of the best non-profits in the USA. 

Mr. Walker, member of Team Rubicon, Disaster Response 
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Pre-Kindergarten & 

Kindergarten Students Wanted 
 

Grover L. Priess Primary School is looking for 

all children who will turn 4 or 5 years old on or 

before December 1, 2018.   

Please fill out the form below and send it to the 

GLP Office or call 992-3638.  Registration 

information will be mailed to homes in January.   

 

Yes, I know someone who will be 4 or 5 years 

old on or before December 1, 2018.  

 

Child’s Name:        

 

D.O.B.:         

 

Phone:         

 

Address:         

 

Mother’s Name:       

 

Father’s Name:        

 

Legal Guardian’s Name:      


